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29 June 2022:
100 members!
Our first 100 members!
With Catherine Manathunga
having renewed her membership,
PaTHES now has 100 members.
This is an astonishing
achievement for any new society
but particularly so for a society
built around interests in the
philosophy and theory of higher
education, which is still a relatively
new – albeit growing – field of
study.
PaTHES was formally launched at
its second (sic) annual conference
at Middlesex University, England,
less than five years ago. That it
has grown so rapidly is due to the
high level of involvement that so
many members have shown and
so helped to make it the vibrant
society that it is.

And this growth has been
achieved even during a pandemic
through which we have been
unable to meet up at annual
conferences.

up an activity of your own, do
share your idea with the Chair,
Søren Bengtsen, who would be
delighted to hear from you at any
time.

As well as its hundred members, it
is equally impressive that
members have joined PaTHES
from 19 countries (counted by
residence or institutional affiliation)
right across the world – Catherine
herself works at the University of
the Sunshine Coast in Australia.

Otherwise, do feel welcome to
draw the Society to the attention of
others who you feel might be
interested in our work and
activities. There is always room
for more new members!

My hope is that even more of its
members will become active in
PaTHES and so help the Society
to go on developing and
flourishing and in new ways. If
you would like to be involved in
any activity or, even better, start
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Ron Barnett
President of PaTHES

A placeful community
After waiting patiently and meeting online for more than two years, PaTHES’ members
could finally meet face to face at the 4th Philosophy and Theory of Higher Education
Conference (PHEC22) that took place in Uppsala, Sweden, 7-9 June 2022 .
Meeting in person
While some members met for the first time, some old
acquaintances were happily reunited. And then there
was this funny experience of having met and gotten to
know each other online through webinars during the
last years, but never met in person until now.

Universities under siege?
Day 2 had opportunity for hybrid participation in the
three keynote sessions of lectures and discussions,
focussing on what is at stake for and in the University.
What futures should or could we hope for and work for?
The conference was hosted by Higher Education and
Research as Objects of Study (HERO) in cooperation
with PaTHES, and you can read more about the
conference (theme, keynote speakers, etc) online:
https://www.humsam.uu.se/phec2020/about

After more than two years of being an online society
across time zones, the three days of PHEC22 was a
vibrant space for experiencing PaTHES also as a
tangible and placeful community.

The paper sessions on day 3 was fully online. And
although it was funny to travel all the way to Uppsala to
be sitting individually in our hotel rooms meeting the
person next door on Zoom, it was great to be able to
extend the conversations across the Society and
across the world.

PaTHES taking place
Each of the three days of the conference showed
different modes of PaTHES as a community engaging
in philosophy and theory of higher education. Day 1
was dedicated exclusively to PaTHES members who
attended in person. All participants had a common
program this day, to be together as a community.
PaTHES members participated in three panel sessions
with joint discussions. The panel of early career
researchers is presented on pages 3-5.

New collaborations and initatives
We hope that the critical and imaginative conversations
during PHEC22 have sparked new collaborations.
These are vital for further developing the vibrance of
the PaTHES community. We encourage all to initiate
and engage in playful and critical reading and writing
together - and see page 6 for invitation to write a blog,
newsletter items and to bring in all ideas and initiatives!

PaTHES “took place” by moving in and around the
university building. We had a common lunch in the
university café, conversations in the hall and the broad
front stairs. The day was concluded with drinks and a
launch of Ronald Barnett’s new book.

some recollections of moments by Dagrun Engen
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Early Career Researchers of PaTHES
One of the main sessions of the of the programme of PHEC22 was a panel of early career
researchers. It concluded the first day of the conference and was brilliantly orchestrated by
Tessa DeLaquil. We are thrilled to present these PaTHES members and their ongoing research
in the newsletter!
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Join the PaTHES community
on Twitter:
@PaTHES Society
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Calling all members!
As the Chair of PaTHES I want to thank all our wonderful members
for their great engagement, philosophical creativity, deep insights
into the university and higher education, and warm collegiality,
which I had the great pleasure to experience once more during the
recent PaTHES Conference (PHEC22) in Uppsala earlier in June.
Also, it’s been a sheer pleasure to follow the webinar series, the
blog posts, the online club meets, the PTHE publications, and
everything else our members have created together and contributed
with to the PaTHES community and beyond. Thanks!!
I wish to extend a sincere and heartfelt invitation to all PaTHES
members to start up new initiatives, dialogues and discussions,
collaborative and experimental writing ventures, or whatever ideas,
thoughts, theories, viewpoints, and suggestions that you may have
to share with the PaTHES community. Should you wish to approach
the Board for feedback and perhaps organizational support in order
to realixe your ideas that’s very welcome, and equally so if you wish
to just form new opportunities for collegial and critical discussion in
PaTHES in an informal and spontaneous way. PaTHES is YOU!
Søren S. E. Bengtsen
Chair of PaTHES

Thank you for your engagement!

Invitation to write
for the PaTHES blog

Meet one of
PaTHES
new members -

Anne Pirrie
During the Uppsala days there were several ideas and
initiatives for collaborative writing, and we would like to
invite all of you to write for the PaTHES blog. We would
love to have a blog series based on and evolved from
the Uppsala conversations!

who is Reader in
Education at the
University of the
West of Scotland.

Anne’s book Virtue and the Quiet Art of
Scholarship: Reclaiming the University
(Routledge, 2019) offers a fresh and unorthodox
perspective on what it means to be a ‘good
knower’ in a higher education environment
dominated by the market order. Dancing in the
Dark. A Survivor’s Guide to the University is an
illustrated pocketbook that reminds its readers
that the university is a place for the work and the
being human.

The PaTHES blogs are typically written in a lively and
engaging style on a timely and thought inspiring topic.
They have a broad appeal and could be read by a wide
audience (students, teachers, leaders, external
stakeholders). In the spirit of PHEC22, this blog series
would be a space for engaging in critical dialogue and
collaboration.
Contact blog editor Dagrun Engen with your ideas and
initiatives: dagrun.engen@ntnu.no !
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Recent publications
by PaTHES members

PaTHES is associated with the journal

Philosophy and Theory in Higher
Education (PTHE)

Academic Activism in
Higher Education.
A Living Philosophy
for Social Justice

– an international, refereed scholarly
journal committed to advancing
understanding of the role(s) and
purpose(s) of higher education.

The forthcoming issues for 2022:

By Nuraan Davids and
Yusef Waghid

August 2022, Vol. 4, No. 2 -- Special Issue on Academic
Activism
Editors: Fadia Dakka, Birmingham City University; Luca
Morini, Coventry University; Carola Boehm, Staffordshire
University

“This book examines why and how a renewed notion of
academic activism informs a philosophy of higher
education specifically in relation to teaching and learning.
The book focuses on the theories and practices of
teaching and learning, in particular how such pedagogical
actions are guided by social, political and cultural
influences outside of the university as a higher education
institution. The authors advocate for a living philosophy of
higher education that is commensurate with real actions
and imaginary fictions of what constitutes higher
education and what remains in becoming for the
discourse.”

November 2022, Vol. 4, No. 3 -- Special Issue on Critical
Race Theory in Higher Education
Editor: Uma Jayakumar, University of California, Riverside

Book reviewer wanted!
I am pleased to announce that my latest book has just been
re-printed by Routledge. The book is The Philosophy of Higher
Education: A Critical Introduction.

The book is part of the book series: Debating Higher
Education: Philosophical Perspectives (DHEP, volume 5)

John Petrovic, Editor of the journal Philosophy and Theory in
Higher Education would be very happy to publish a review of
the book. It would be great if a PaTHES member felt able to
take this on. (A copy of the book would be sent to you and you’ll
get to keep the book.)

Culture and the
University. Education,
Ecology, Design

Do let me know if the idea appeals to you
and I’ll very happily arrange for a copy of
the book to get to you, and then you can
be directly in touch with John
(petrovic@ua.edu).

By Ronald Barnett,
Søren S.E. Bengtsen and
Rikke Toft Nørgård

Ron Barnett (ron.barnett@ucl.ac.uk)

“The book opens the debate about the cultural purpose of
universities and higher education. The authors argue that
the university should be and can be an institution of
culture, of great cultural significance in the digital age, and
exercise cultural leadership in society.”

Transformation of the
University. Hopeful
Futures for Higher Education
Edited by Søren S.E. Bengtsen
and Ryan Evely Gildersleeve

We encourage all members to share news about recent books
and publications, both here in the newsletter, and at
pathes.org/publications.

The book “imagines preferable futures for the
university, building hope for the institution’s
necessary transformation. It transcends old criticisms
and presents fresh ideas on how the institution might
be conceived, organised and put into practice while
safeguarding that which makes it a university – the
pursuit of knowledge.”

Write to Luca Morini at ac2009@coventry.ac.uk to let us know
about your new book. Do feel free to attach a photo of yourself,
and some lines on what you hope PaTHES’ members would
find meaningful in this book.
Do you have any good ideas for better solutions for a more
systematic and effective way to report on and promote our new
publications in the Society? Please share them with us - or
perhaps you would like to take on the task of coordinating this?
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The social online meets started up to keep our
communities connected. In the meetings we
come together and chat informally about topics
around current challenges for Higher Education,
often prompted by an introduction by one of the
participants.

PaTHES Online
Social Meets –
Season 5
We have just completed Season 5 – six meetings
on Mondays from 2 May until 6 June. The theme
was Slow Academia – A Critical Discussion, and
was led by Associate Professor Agnes
Bosanquet (Macquarie University, Sydney,
Australia) and chaired by Associate Professor
Barbara Grant (University of Auckland, Aotearoa
New Zealand). Six to ten people from around the
world attended each session.
Slow academia is typically defined in the negative –
something other than frenetic, competitive,
metricised, anxiety-promoting academia. This season
Agnes and Barbara invited us to discuss what closer
attention to theorising slow academia might offer and
to think critically about slow academia as a difficult
but useful way of considering the intersections of
self, others, time, place and institutions.

Agnes blogs at The Slow Academic, and as this
issue of the Newsletter goes out, she has written
summaries of 5 of the 6 sessions:
1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Uses and abuses of slow:
https://theslowacademic.com/2022/05/13/use
s-and-abuses-of-slow/
Stories of the self:
https://theslowacademic.com/2022/05/23/stor
ies-of-the-self/
Universities as places:
https://theslowacademic.com/2022/05/30/uni
versities-as-places/
Thinking together:
https://theslowacademic.com/2022/06/17/thin
king-together/
Speculating on time:
https://theslowacademic.com/2022/06/23/spe
culating-on-time/

The summaries are thoughtful narrations, rich with
quotations to spark thoughts and to linger with, as
well as slides from the sessions and links to further
reading and exploration. A visit to Agnes’ blog is
highly recommended!

The theme of slow academia is returning in PaTHES Fall 2022 webinar series,
starting in September. Watch this space.
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The powers and possibilities that can be mobilized by an international society makes
discussions on the space and community we create in PaTHES. Two of the PaTHES board
members elected at the General Assembly Meeting in December 2021 - Nuraan Davids and
Barbara M. Grant - share their thoughts on the importance of extending and expanding
PaTHES membership and engagement in the two following pieces.

PaTHES: A Rupturing space
by Nuraan Davids
Stellenbosch University
Adding to the complexities of understanding and
interrogating higher education landscapes, is that so
little is known beyond the recurring dominant
discourses. In many ways, these discourses infer a
homogenous sense and truth of higher education, its
endeavours as well as its challenges. In other ways,
the predominance of one set of ideas and
perspectives seems to suggest a mere continuation
of the historical colonization of most higher education
spaces, especially on the African continent.
Specifically, not only in terms of an imposition of
thinking, but also a speaking on-behalf-of.
Although phenomenal work continues to emerge
from scholars in African universities, it is challenging
to overcome the stereotypical hurdles assigned not
only to non-western thought and scholarship, but the
lives and experiences this scholarship seeks to
highlight. As a result, arguments or contributions from
African academics are often seen as valuable only to
African institutions and students; there is seemingly
no worth to other higher education institutions.

The allure of PaTHES is that because of its
representation of diverse academics and life-worlds, it
holds potential as a rupturing space. The more this
space can be broadened, the deeper the
conversations, and the greater the opportunities for
rethinking and reimagining.
Sentences like these are easy to write, but creating
and sustaining spaces such as PaTHES, takes hard
work, honest engagement, a preparedness to unlearn
and rethink, and to do so with humility, regard, as well
as trust. Individuals come to societies or gatherings
for different reasons, and with different expectations.

While important, it is not simply a matter of ensuring
and encouraging new people and voices. It is also a
Similarly, proposed papers or presentations on
matter of how to listen, to pause, to reflect, and to
African philosophy, for example, are generally met
come into this space, with an understanding that we
with a worrying scepticism. The very idea, so
stand to learn more than we can offer. This is where
far-fetched, that it is irreconcilable with both
the rupturing resides and begins as it sets into motion
philosophy and scholarship. The message, especially
different recognitions of higher education and its
to aspirant academics, who might have thinner skins,
people.
is to either keep their ideas to themselves or offer a
The importance of PaTHES extending and expanding
paper more approving and acceptable to dominant
its membership, as well attracting the interests of a
debates. Beyond the direct experiences of
broader audience, therefore, exceeds the benefits to
academics, there are consequences for how
the organisation. There are deeper and much needed
knowledge is conceived and perceived, and, of
implications for reconsiderations of higher education
course, for whose knowledge matters.
and its role as a public good for all.
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Hospitality is my metaphor
of choice for PaTHES
by Barbara M. Grant
University of Auckland

When I think about the desire to ‘globalise’ anything to
do with higher education, PaTHES included, I can’t help
but think about neo-colonialism, because that has been
the trend of a lot of globalisation (previously
‘internationalisation’) activity so far. I’m reflexively
suspicious of the impulse to go everywhere and get
everyone – it can easily look a bit Pac-Man-like
(gobble, gobble, gobble).
Rather than seeking to expand into others’ territories, or
even somehow assuming there are no territories – as if
out there beyond PaTHES is some kind of terra nullius
of higher education philosophy and theorising – I prefer
to think through the metaphor of hospitality. Who can
we open our arms to and say ‘we want to talk with you
because what you are thinking and writing is of interest
or necessity to us, to bend and enrich our thinking and
writing, to increase the diversity and dis-sensuality of
our voices’? This is the delicate art of entering into
ongoing dialogue with others, sometimes across
spaces striated by complicated and even painful
histories.
One ‘group’ (although they are not a group actually)
that I would like PaTHES to reach out to is feminist
philosophers and theorists of higher education. A few
years back, a colleague of mine remarked on the
fundamental role that feminist critique has had in
destabilising the western academy’s assumptions about
itself (thanks Sean Sturm – your comment made me
think about some things I hadn’t thought about for a
while).
Recently I’ve had cause to think about this again as I’ve
been writing a review of the relatively small anglophone
literature on women doctoral supervisors that has
emerged since the early 1990s. My argument about this
body of work is that it has provided a coherent and
sustained critique of a range of aspects of traditional
academic work and culture that have, in fact, slowly but
surely reshaped those practices for everyone.

(We might call this the ‘feminisation’ of the academy – a
tricky term though, because in English at least it sounds
sneering.) And, of course, before this literature was all
the feminist pedagogy work that came through from the
1970s onwards – it laid out most of the themes that turn
up in the supervision literature: the need to critique
entrenched hierarchical power relations, the importance
of relationality and care, the inevitable enmeshment of
personal experience and political questions, the
complicated play of bodies, affects, desire, and so on.
Many of these themes now feature in the more recent
decolonising literature as well, albeit framed in
importantly different and localised ways. This literature
also includes significant feminist contributions from
scholars such as Aileen Moreton-Robson in Australia,
Eve Tuck in Canada, and Te Kawehau Hoskins in
Aotearoa New Zealand among many others.
So feminist philosophy and theorising have been – and
continue to be – immensely important to reviving
academic culture for our times, not only how we teach
and supervise but also what we teach, and how and
what we research and write.
A hospitable move from our society towards feminist
philosophers and theorists of and for higher education,
one that recognises and honours this vital contribution,
has many possible forms: inviting them to give
keynotes and papers at our conferences and symposia,
to be contributors to our webinars and blogs, and to
read them in our reading groups, and so on. It might
ultimately mean having some form of feminist caucus
within PaTHES.
Most of all, though, it means all of us talking together
about ways to signal a desire to have this broad church
of thinkers – for whom thinking about higher education
is often a side gig but nonetheless powerfully done – as
a more visible and substantive part of our community.
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En passant …
From Ron Barnett

Less is more - or maybe not
I have been reviewing papers submitted to academic journals for
over thirty years and, while each paper receives its own
consideration from me, there is one set of comments that I find
myself giving over and over again; and it is a critical set of
comments at that.
Very frequently, and near the start of my review, I have a
sentence that runs along the following lines: ‘The paper is
over-ambitious. Just some of the issues that you are tackling
include …’, and then I inject a bald and somewhat terse list of
issues and large concepts I have found in the paper in question.
Not untypically, that list runs to several lines of text of mine, and
it may contain 20-30 topics.
In turn, I conclude that paragraph with an observation of the
following kind: ‘This number and range of issues is far too much
to be handled satisfactorily in a single paper. You have enough
themes and issues here for several papers.’ Sometimes,
depending on my mood and so as to soften the blow, I inject an
exclamation mark at the end of that last sentence.
What is going on here, that all too frequently these days,
scholars and researchers are cramming so much - and far too
much - into their papers? There are, I think, several
explanations.
One is fear. Academics are fearful of being felt to be
not-up-to-speed with issues in the literature. And since the
issues in the literature are huge (and even infinite) - even those
that are cognate to a particular matter that a paper is addressing
- so the writer keeps adding and adding concepts and themes.

A fourth explanation is - to put it frankly - a lack of integrity. It is
the intellectual’s trade-mark to make the simple complex. It is
much more difficult to make the complex (appear) simple.
Writing translucently calls not just for hard work, to sort out one’s
ideas, to put them into a sequence, to jettison the unnecessary,
and to impose a disciplined argumentation but to declare
oneself; to put oneself forward. One doesn’t hedge one’s bets:
one not only says what one means (and that’s difficult enough)
but one also means what one says.
A final explanation is that this portmanteau writing style has been
exacerbated by the digital age. Now, the search engines are
primed to search for key words and phrasings so as to assist
literature reviews. In short, if one wants to maximise one’s
citations, one feels a need to throw in as many words and
themes as one can get away with.
So when I conclude my points in reviewing a submitted paper, I
may say something like ‘This is an occasion when less is more!’.
I fear, however, that the mood of the age is against me: maybe
prolixity is now actually being encouraged.
Reference:
Magee, B. (1986/1971) Modern British Philosophy: Dialogues
with Philosophers. Oxford: Oxford University.
Ronald Barnett is Emeritus Professor of Higher Education,
University College London Institute of Education

Write a PaTHES blog
We would love to see more blogs from our
members!

A second explanation is lack of courage. In my memory is an
interview I saw on UK BBC television many years ago (1970 to
be precise) in which the philosopher Stuart Hampshire was
reflecting on Bertrand Russell. As well as outlining Russell’s
philosophical contribution, Hampshire also commented on the
limpid character of Russell’s writing: ‘It’s a question of never
using a phrase which conveniently straddles … two or three
notes and leaves it ambiguous which one you’re hitting.
Russell’s prose excludes even the possibility of evasion and
half-truth.’ (Magee, 1986: 45). However, writing in such a
parsimonious way calls for courage; courage to hit the exact
note and precisely too.

The PaTHES blogs are typically written in a lively and
engaging style on a timely and thought inspiring topic. They
have a broad appeal and could be read by a wide audience
(students, teachers, leaders, external stakeholders).
The ethos and activity of PaTHES is aimed at opening up for
thought and dialogue, for exploring nuances in understanding
complexity, for care and curiosity and for inclusion and
building a diverse community. In the blog we welcome
«thinking-texts» that dwell, and open up a problem for
common wonder and reflection (we avoid publishing genres
too close to academic essays, marketing pieces or political
statements).

A third explanation is the familiar ‘I didn’t have the time to sort it
all out’. And so one throws it all in, hoping that some of it, at
least, will stick. One result is that sentences become crowded to
the point of obfuscation: nouns are turned into adjectives in
phrasings of streams of words, leaving the reader to puzzle over
even a single sentence, let alone the juxtaposition of sentences
in a single paragraph. And then one is left wondering as to the
key point, if indeed there is one, that the paragraph is making.

Please contact Blog Editor Dagrun Engen with your ideas:
dagrun.engen@ntnu.no
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PaTHES Member Portrait
David J. Hornsby, Professor of International Affairs and Associate
Vice-President (Teaching and Learning) at The Norman Paterson School of
International Affairs, Carleton University, Canada
We are happy to have David’s sharp mind
and warm engagement in PaTHES, and we
are very curious to know more about David
and who he is. Through the member
portraits in the newsletter, we get to know
some of the active members in PaTHES a
bit better.
When you have some spare time, what do you
prefer to do?
Travelling is a favourite past time when it is possible
to get away. Ottawa is close to Montreal which
makes weekend excursions feasible. Closer to home,
we enjoy hitting art galleries and trying new
restaurants. The Ottawa food scene has really taken
off with lots of interesting and yummy options. My
wife is in the world of fiscal policy, so we also have
lots of lively discussions around the role of
government in polis.

What, where or who is ‘home’ to you?
I have had the real fortune of living in a number of
different countries across my life - I grew up in
Canada, studied and worked in the US, UK and
South Africa. For me, I consider South Africa home –
it is where I feel most settled and content on a
personal level. Not to eschew my Canadian identity,
roots or the fact that I now live and work in Ottawa
but there is something special about South Africa for
me. South Africa is such a place of promise and
possibility, of deep contestation and critique, and
honesty that I find motivating. It is a place where the
place of higher education is known and appreciated
to be transformative. Also – the weather is
consistently wonderful no matter where you are in
the country. Life without snow is my utopia.

Trinish and David

PaTHES – Engaging thinking on universities and higher education
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What made you interested in philosophy
and theory of higher education?
Living and working in South Africa for 10
years gave me a window into the
transformative impact of higher education in
society. Teaching first year introductory
courses and encountering a range of
students from different racial and
socio-economic backgrounds really
reinforced that a university degree was
critical to the future success of those
individuals and to the broader development
of society. Reading Freire and Gramsci in
my early days of lecturing situated
pedagogy and the university experience
differently to what I had traditionally
understood and sparked a real curiosity in
me to consider the differing ways
universities can be imagined and
understood with society. I certainly approach
PaTHES with a deep interest in pedagogy
and how learning is situated within
universities, but I find all aspects of
universities to be fascinating.

What is most exciting in your life right now?
The idea of travel. After two years of pandemic and staying
put, the possibility of meeting up with colleagues, friends and
family to be really exciting. I miss the stimulation and exposure
to new ideas that comes with being connected globally. Of
course zoom can be made to work, but I miss sharing space
with others and the exploration of ideas that occurs when
meetings are less contrived or constrained by zoom meetings.

What utopias do you hold for the future, or what small plans do you have?
Beyond longing for warmer weather - right now, I am co-leading a Future of Teaching and Learning project at
my university, which gets the creative mind working. It is fun to consider possibilities and futures, ideals and
opportunities. It is such a privilege to work in a university and to have agency to chart out a plan for the future.
I love working with others to imagine what we can do pedagogically, to ensure our university meets societal
needs and fosters social transformation. That is giving me much energy at the moment…and the idea of
coming to Uppsala for the next PaTHES conference.
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