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An online society – dark clouds and silver linings
Welcome to the first newsletter of 2021. I am writing to you from my youngest
son’s bedroom, where I have held office for almost a year. From this space,
cluttered with plastic-gold soccer trophies, half-finished Lego constructions,
and candy wrappers from last Halloween, I have this year been everywhere
and nowhere. Like most of you. From this one spot and without moving my
body an inch, I have travelled to countless meetings, classrooms and webinars.
A part of me travels under a dark cloud – missing being with my colleagues in
analogue form, where we shake hands or hug when we meet, can jokingly
interrupt each other, where conversations flow, where I can sense their moods
and even things like, yes, their body heat. My thoughts have gone back to the
PATHES conference in Leuwen in 2019 – my first PATHES conference and, as I
swore at the time, my first of many. We hung out and mingled, tasted beer in a
crowded room, sat close to each other in a lecture theatre – blissfully
unencumbered by our new-normal anti-contagion conduct and viewpoint. Yet
another part of me clearly sees a silver lining. The reduction in carbon
emission due to cancelled international travel, the ease with which I can
partake in interesting webinars organised by folks on the other side of the
world, the levelling of the conference travel funding playing-field enabling a
wider participation in academic events, the opportunity to reflect on what is
missing and amiss with academic life under a global pandemic, and so on.
Universities and higher education have been deeply affected by the global
pandemic, many of our practices have changed overnight. Many of us have
been confronted with steep learning curves, our own incompetence,
frustration, and exhaustion, but we have also managed to find ways, to learn
new skills, and to reflect on what practices from before we wish to hold on to
and which we might wish to reconfigure, also in the after.
Fortunately, PATHES has been ‘digitally enhanced’ from its very conception. It
was always more than the traditional annual conference and society journal
(and we love them no doubt). I have been impressed by how the society works
the online world and find ways of insisting on society, that is, companionship
and friendly association with others, in digital form. The society continues to
host interesting scholarly events; webinars, club meets and reading groups.
For the first half year of 2021 we already have a full programme brimming with
exciting
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opportunities. It brings us together on social
media, through its website and through this
online newsletter. PATHES, it seems, has not
been an ill-fated victim of the pandemic but
continues to grow and find ways of doing the
work it is set to do: create a living scholarly
community for those of us dedicated to
studying Higher Education in philosophical and
theoretically-informed ways. Of course, this
does not happen by itself. The society is lucky to
have dedicated, hardworking and tech-savvy
members. The board encourages all members
to get involved and sustain the community and
support those who are currently making it all
happen.

Eva Bendix Petersen, vice-chair

The PaTHES community of members

Join the PaTHES community
on social media

A society is nothing without its members. All of us - as a diverse
collective of members - contribute to creating PaTHES as a
living scholarly community. The hope is that we together can
make all members feel at home, that we all sense that PaTHES
is for us and that the society gives us spaces to engage.

Facebook:
@PaTHESsociety

How to start engaging?
In this Newsletter and on the website, we see many examples
of the different ways that PaTHES’ members engage in
activities, and we hope that you contact each other with
initiatives and engage in imaginative conversations that leads
to more and new activities. The PaTHES Board also welcomes
any ideas and initiatives you may have:
pathes2018@gmail.com.

Twitter:
@PaTHES Society

Welcome to old and new members!
A warm welcome back to all members that have been part of
PaTHES’ community for some time, and have renewed your
membership for 2021! We also very happy that we can
welcome new members joining PaTHES in 2021. In January we
had 12 brand new members, and the numbers are rising since
then. Some of our January novices have been so kind as to send
us a lovely photo and a short introduction to publish in this
newsletter.

Another way to get in touch is through this newsletter, which is
the members’ noticeboard. This current issue unfortunately
was delayed. The ambition, however, is to make it one of the
keys to a member-led society. All members are warmly invited
to send contributions to the Quarterly Community Forum letters, notices, notes and reflections on recent events, your
own achievements and news! Send your ideas and
contributions to Dagrun Engen: dagrun.engen@ntnu.no

New members in 2021
Kasper Anthon
Sørensen

Eliel Cohen

(PhD Education) is
Research Associate
at Imperial College
London, UK, Centre
for Higher Education
Research and
Scholarship.

is PhD Student at
Centre for Research on
Problem-oriented
Project Learning,
Roskilde University,
Denmark.

Ever since my master thesis the practice and philosophy of
university education have been of great interest. Now, in
my PhD work I use the educational thinking of John Dewey
and Gert Biesta to inform a genealogical study of the
educational purposes of project/problem-based pedagogies
based on methodologies from Foucault and Derrida. Happy
to get in touch: kanthon@ruc.dk

I am a sociologist by training and am interested in applying
social theory and philosophy to higher education studies. I
am interested in knowledge production,
(trans/inter)disciplinarity, critical realism, the role of
universities, the research-teaching relationship, curriculum
theory, widening participation, and the components of and
barriers to ‘belonging’ in higher education.
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More new members in 2021
Kristin Ewins

Anatoly V.
Oleksiyenko

is Associate Professor
and Director of the
Centre for Academic
Development at
Örebro University.

is Associate Professor
in Higher Education,
and Director of the
Comparative Education
Research Centre at the
University of Hong Kong.

I have been part of the international research project
Formation and Competence Building of University
Academic Developers led by the University of Oslo since
2015, and my current research is within the field of
leadership in higher education as and for public good.
Together with Swedish colleagues, I am in the process of
organising the biennial national conference Research on
higher education, 19-20 May 2021. As of this year, I am
treasurer of the Swedish Network for Academic
Development (Swednet).

My research focuses on agency of internationalisation in
higher education and dilemmas of governance and
leadership in neoliberal and post-totalitarian research
universities. I spearhead critical inquiry into these issues in
my recent books: Global Mobility and Higher Learning
(Routledge) and Academic Collaborations in the Age of
Globalization (Springer). I also lead a related discussion at
the CERC's journal "Universities and Intellectuals"
https://cerc.edu.hku.hk/universities-and-intellectuals/

Rob Bongaardt

Anne Liveng

is Professor of
Mental Health
at the University of
South-Eastern Norway.

is Associate Professor,
Centre for Health
Promotion
Research, Roskilde
University, Denmark.
email: aliveng@ruc.dk /
https://forskning.ruc.dk/da/persons/aliveng

I earned my doctoral degree in theoretical and historical
psychology at the Free University, Amsterdam (1996). In my
research and teaching, I wander happily between complex
systems science, researcher development qua adult
psychological development, and positive mental health,
driven to support those who support others in academic,
professional, or leadership work.

My research interests are aging and health, inequality in
health, life history and learning. I am inspired by
psycho-social theory and method, critical theory, discourse
analysis and care ethics. I focus on equity, meaningfulness,
and intersectional perspectives in relation to health and
education.

A warm welcome to Kasper, Eliel, Kristin, Anatoly, Rob and Anne - and also to the many more
new PaTHES members in 2021! We are all looking forward to seeing your presentations in the
following issues in the newsletter, and to your engagement in the many activities in PaTHES.
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Online Club Meets

Collaborative ventures

The third season of the PaTHES Online Club Meets has
just finished. It run from 16 February to 23 March, and was
co-lead by Tessa DeLaquil and Carola Boehm.

PaTHES engages increasingly with other societies in
collaborative ventures like joint webinars and critical
discussions on the future of universities and higher
education. The series of collaborative ventures with other
societies, networks and research centers has resulted in
the current PaTHES webinar series this spring:

The digitized university as space: The future of
home and community in higher education life
Date and time: 13 April 2021 at 9:00–10:00 am EDT
(15:00 – 16:00 CEST)

We are rotating our timezones and facilitators to
accommodate our international community, so after
seasons facilitated for Europe, then Australasia, the
Online Club Meets now turned to the Americas.

In cooperation with:
Center for International Higher Education (CiHE)
CiHE is a major research center in Boston College (Lynch
School of Education and Human Development).

For season 3 the selected theme was “Loneliness and
Collegiality.” Some of the questions that Tessa and Carola
started out with, was: What might be common purposes?
And how might we build relationships in spite of the
fractured nature of societal relationships, politically and
geographically? What could be the effects on the
university and the purpose of the university due to the
loneliness experienced by its constituents – by faculty,
staff, and students?

The persisting social structure of higher
education in the context of radical system
change and expansion: The Swedish case
Date and time: 21 April 2021, at 16.00–18.00 CEST
In cooperation with:
Higher Education as Research Object (HERO)
HERO is a multidisciplinary research network at Uppsala
University, Sweden. Our upcoming joint webinar:

What’s in a Quotation?

The Post-Pandemic Doctorate, opportunities for
revitalisation of theory and practice: The Aims
and Scope of the PhD

Can you identify the sources of these quotations?
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‘… a university must have a faculty of philosophy. Its
function in relation to the three higher faculties [of
Theology, Law and Medicine] is to control them and, in
this way, be useful to them, since truth … is the main
thing, whereas the utility the higher faculties promise
the government is of secondary importance. … the
very modesty [of its claim] … to discover the truth …
must commend it to the government as above
suspicion and, indeed, indispensable.’

Date and time: 10 May 2021, at 15:00–17:00 BST
(16:00-18:00 CEST)
In cooperation with:
Society for Research into Higher Education (SRHE)
SRHE is a UK-based international learned society
concerned to advance understanding of higher education.
Our upcoming joint webinar:

‘… sticking to the more traditional roles of the
humanities … [t]he “best cases” … are [South] Korea,
Ireland, and Holland. The worst case by far is Britain,
with Australia perhaps close. Italy, France, Germany,
and the Nordic countries are somewhere in the
middle. …. In my “worst cases”, … the nation sees
itself as primarily commercial and the humanities as
peripheral to national identity, elite frills.’

New collaborations?
We invite all PaTHES members to think about networks,
societies and organisations with which you are associated
where links with PaTHES could be formed - and to be in
touch with Søren Bengtsen: ssbe@edu.au.dk

Daedalus
(See page 8 for the sources.)
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PaTHES Reading Group
Pathes Reading Group brings together participants
from Asia, Europe, Oceania, and Africa. We have
been meeting one time per month since November
2019.
Together the group has read and discussed 15
papers/chapters of diverse authors around the theme
of doctoral education, including supervision
pedagogies in different academic traditions, identity
formation, academic mobility, university and culture.
In season 2 from September 2020, the Reading Group
has been open for both members and non-members of
PaTHES. New participants joined us and the group read
broader themes, such as HE digitalisation in the globally
expanding digital economy: different platforms and types
of actors in digitalisation processes in the HE sector, and
various monetisation models; Time and shame in the
neoliberal academy: how shame logics manifest by
temporal constraints in academic work; and Positive and
negative dimensions of uncertainty in research: how
supervisors can support students in normalizing and
harnessing uncertainty, facilitating learning processes
and promoting empowerment for researcher identity
awareness, development, and affirmation.
The group has recently launched a collaborative writing
activity in which participants pair up and write a small
reflection piece together with the materials gleaned from
the readings and previous group discussions. These
pieces will be shared with PaTHES members in this and
the future newsletter editions.

Writing collaboratively:
A Reading Group writes together
In the process of reading and then discussing articles
over many months, members of the PaTHES Reading
Group have proposed to write collaboratively. The move
from discussion and now writing with each other should
be seen as an evolution of trust and confidence with each
other. The topic will be within higher education that
interests each pair of writers, who will discuss and form a
500 word written work together over a month. The
authors are located in Iran, New Zealand, Zimbabwe,
Belgium and the UK.
It is not common for researchers in this field of
scholarship to collaborate through writing. Among us
there was some experience with co-authorship, but not a
great deal. Difficulties arise around style and approach to
research in the humanities that can be difficult to resolve.
More important is the extension to dialogue that has
already been established in the group that will be
enriched in a new mode.

Above: A snapshot from a lively discussion at a meeting in the
Reading Group. From top left corner: Mariann Solberg, Rose
Richards; from bottom left corner: Gráinne Barkess, Gerard
Downes, Sara Soltani and Que Anh Dang.

Having met regularly during the global pandemic, the
group contents that academic life (doctoral studies
included) is as much an affective journey of
transformation and becoming as they are an intellectual
journey of growth and discovery. In the next seasons, we
plan to read about the themes of ‘Power’, ‘Social Justice’,
and ‘Methodology in HE research’.
If you are interested in joining PaTHES’ Reading Group,
please contact Dr Que Anh Dang at
queanh.dang@coventry.ac.uk
Greetings from Que Anh Dang

One of the models for writing collectively came from an
inquiry into praxis published in Education Philosophy and
Theory (2017) that reflects on a previous paper published
from collaborative work. The reflections were appealing
and inspiring. The article modeled relationships between
authors of collegiality and companionship. They were
also enabled by digital technologies. As a result of global
pandemic, there has been an adaptation to greater
reliance in the way those technologies are applied in
scholarship. The writing would be a result of those
conditions.
It is hoped that once the writing is completed, that it will
be shared with the group, and that an opportunity to
stand back and assess the writing will be undertaken. It
will also be shared with PaTHES’ members. The first
collaborative short text is by Ger Downes and Jef
Schrooten, available for you to read on the following
page.
Greetings from Simon McLelland

How ‘Neo-Liberal’ is the ‘Neoliberal University’?
Authors: Ger Downes, University of Limerick, Ireland and Jef Schrooten, Katholieke Universiteit Leuven, Belgium.

In his 2019 ‘Times Higher Education’ article on modern
universities, Michael Marinetto posited that one thing which
social scientists excel at is, ‘the radical pose in the academic
prose’. Marinetto sought to decouple the ubiquitous term
“neoliberalism” from the realities of contemporary academic
life encompassing concepts such as performance
management, student consumer evaluations, the culture of
“publish or perish”, and intensified work routines.

As James Peck (2013) has highlighted, ‘crisply unambiguous,
essentialist definitions of neoliberalism have proved to be
incredibly elusive. It would be [wrong] to reduce neoliberalism
to some singular essence because it is contradictory and
polymorphic’. (Peck, 2010: 13).
Indeed, the evasiveness and elusiveness displayed among
many academics in defining what “neoliberalism” actually
constitutes, serves to deplete the potency of many of their
arguments and to erode the credibility and coherence of their
standpoint.

For Marinetto, such practices do not necessarily equate to, or
derive from, a philosophy of “neoliberalism”, and he
furthermore stressed that the term “neoliberal university” is
merely an empty signifier, ‘used to elicit the cheers of
like-minded readers’ (Marinetto, 2019).

To highlight the extent of how nebulous and malleable the
term has become within academia, an extensive content
analysis of journal articles in development studies, human
geography and comparative politics found that ‘neoliberalism
was routinely found to be left undefined even when it is a key
dependent or independent variable in empirical
research’(Boas and Gans-Morse, 2009: 138).

Whatever the validity of Marinetto’s assertions, his
provocative article highlighted the problematic ways in which
“neoliberalism” has often been adopted within academia as a
conceptual and ideological weapon.
As a result, the omnipresence of so ill-defined a term in
debates regarding university culture can often be semantically
and philosophically confronted, and even dismantled, by
proponents and defenders of the audit culture that pervades
in so many institutes of higher education today.

Furthermore, while David Harvey’s A Brief History of
Neoliberalism (2005) is an excellent primer on the topic, at no
stage does Harvey engage with a contemporary academic
work considered to be emanating from, or inspired by,
neoliberal theory. For Rajesh Venugopal, this is simply
because neoliberal theory is but ‘an artifice willed into
existence, not by its theorists, but by its critics and can as such
be cut to shape to fit whichever conceptual variant serves
their purpose’ (Venugopal, 2015:181).

One of the overwhelming problems, therefore, of employing
“neoliberalism” as a disparaging term so arbitrarily in the
context of publicly-funded universities is that, such a tactic
highlights the difficulty of drawing equivalence between
centres of research and knowledge-creation and the ethos of
deregulation, privatisation, marketization, welfare state
withdrawal, commodification and shareholding enterprises
that neoliberalism came to denote under the
Thatcher/Reagan conservative counter-revolutions of the
1980s.

What this short paper has sought to highlight is the danger of
using the term “neo-liberalism” as catch-all shorthand for the
multifarious deficiencies within modern universities given the
term’s fragile definition and terminological contradiction.
Utilising a term so prone to conceptual stretching weakens
the arguments of its users and provides adversaries with
effortlessly-garnered counter-arguments to promote and
justify the New Public Management model so endemic in the
21st century university.

REFERENCES:
Boas,T. and J. Gans-Morse, J., 2009. ‘Neoliberalism: from New Liberal Philosophy to Anti-Liberal Slogan’, in Studies in Comparative
International Development, No. 44, Vol. 2, pp. 137-161.
Harvey, D., 2005. A Brief History of Neoliberalism, Oxford: Oxford University Press.
Marinetto, M., 2019, ‘Modern universities are not neoliberal – but many academics are’, Times Higher Education, May 16,
Source: https://www.timeshighereducation.com/opinion/modern-universities-are-not-neoliberal-many-academics-are
[Accessed, March 02, 2021].
Peck, J., 2010. Constructions of Neoliberal Reason. Oxford University Press, Oxford.
Venugopal, R., 2015. ‘Neoliberalism as concept’, in Economy and Society, Vol. 44, No. 2, pp.165-187.
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Highlights from the General
Assembly meeting

Recent publications
by PaTHES members

1 December, 2020
The chair shared his vision for the society that the members are
the owners of the community and are encouraged to take an
active role in the society. Joint projects with other societies and
research groups are encouraged.

We encourage all members to share news
about recent books and publications, both
here in the newsletter, and at
pathes.org/publications. Here are some of
your recent publications:

The president in his address encouraged us to reach out to
colleagues to bring them into the society. Members were
encouraged to write a blog post for the website. Members are
encouraged to send their articles to the journal of the society.
Reach out to John Petrovic editor of Philosophy and Theory in
Higher Education.

Eliel Cohen (2021)
The University and its
Boundaries. Thriving or Surviving
in the 21st Century. Routledge.

The treasurer reported that we had 30 members in 2019. Our
goal in 2020 was to reach 50 members. We surpassed that goal
and are now at around 60 members. The new goal for 2021 is
100 members. The website team plans to develop a map of our
membership as we are a very diverse group coming from many
different countries.

(also available as e-book/Kindle)

John Petrovic reported on the journal, Philosophy and Theory in
Higher Education. The journal is doing well and has a 40%
publication rate, which is very good for a new journal. The
journal is always looking for new articles and encourages
members to submit their work to the journal. The journal also
seeks to create an active dialogue among higher education
scholars. Members are encouraged to submit responses to
articles in the journal. The journal is also looking to publish book
review essays.
Wesley Shumar, Secretary

Gerry Dunne (2020)
Epistemic Injustice and Vice
Epistemology in Ecyclopedia of
Educational Philosophy and
Theory. Springer.

PaTHES is associated with the journal

Philosophy and Theory in Higher Education (PTHE)
– an international, refereed scholarly journal committed to advancing
understanding of the role(s) and purpose(s) of higher education.
PTHE is published by Peter Lang, three times a year
(spring, summer, and fall) and is open access.
Special issue: Volume 2/Issue 3/November 2020
Members of PaTHES may receive a hard copy of the
journal, by request, as part of their fully paid dues.

Student Being and Becoming
Guest Editor: Amanda J. Fulford, Edge Hill
University

The Executive Editor is Professor John E. Petrovic,
The University of Alabama, petrovic@ua.edu.

This special issue came about following the annual
conference of the PaTHES on the same theme that was
held at Middlesex University, London, in 2018.
As Amanda writes in the introduction: “ The notion of
“becoming” is most often understood merely in terms of
a transition into higher education, and so with the most
practical of issues. What this focus of attention misses,
however, is first, the ontological at the heart of what it
means to be and become a student, and second, the
perfectionist nature of being a student that is redolent of
an ongoing process of being and becoming.”

John invites you all to send him an email to
explore any idea you may have, either for a paper
of your own or for an initiative for the Journal.
Are you interested in doing an essay review of a
book for PTHE? Please do not hesitate to contact
Responses and Reviews Editor, Daniel Saunders,
dsaunder@fiu.edu for more information and to
express your interest.
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En passant …

From
Ron Barnett
Photo by Fallon Michael on Unsplash

The bibliography
- what is its point?

Blog
The most recent Blog Post is titled Towards an
imperative of togetherness and co-creation.

In social theory and social philosophy, what is the point of
the bibliography? Does it have any point? Here are some
reflections on it:
·
Open at random any of the great works in social theory
and philosophy and just look at the page: do we find them
clogged with references? Normally, no. We are in the
company of thought, of vitality, of a mind at work, and of a
certain amount of intellectual courage.

It is written by Patric Wallin,
Associate Professor
at Norwegian
University of Science
and Technology.

·
Surely, especially in social philosophy, writing has to be
a dialogue. Surely it has to engage with the ideas of others?
But why should it do so? Social theory and social philosophy
call for one’s own theses which one has to have the courage to
argue for in one’s way. One has to divest oneself of the
thoughts of others and not hide behind them!

Do you have an idea for a blog post?
We would love to see more blogs from our members!
The PaTHES blogs are typically written in a lively and
engaging style on a timely and thought inspiring topic.
They have a broad appeal and could be read by a wide
audience (students, teachers, leaders, external
stakeholders).

·
A bibliography is a work of fiction. Which works are to
be cited? On which basis? Over many years, as one reads, as
one is in the company of others in academic life, one
encounters literally millions of words and hundreds of
thousands of ideas. What has led to the formations in one’s
mind? To what extent are one’s thoughts one’s own and to
what extent are they the deposits of conversations and texts
and situations that one’s mind has surreptitiously been mining
all along? One can try only in vain to capture one’s influences.

The ethos and activity of PaTHES is aimed at opening
up for thought and dialogue, for exploring nuances in
understanding complexity, for care and curiosity and for
inclusion and building a diverse community. In the blog
we welcome «thinking-texts» that dwell, and open up a
problem for common wonder and reflection (we avoid
publishing genres too close to academic essays,
marketing pieces or political statements).

·
Which words, which concepts, warrant the supplement
of a citation? Words creep into the literature, and into an
epistemic community. For how long does a term have a
freshness, a vitality, a strangeness such that it needs to be
anchored in a bibliography; and at which point does it become
part of the conceptual and taken-for-granted conceptual and
linguistic furniture of a community? (In deploying the term
‘epistemic community’ should I be citing Haas, and Ruggie and
Castree and …?)

Please contact Blog Editor Dagrun Engen with your
ideas: dagrun.engen@ntnu.no

What’s in a Quotation?
No need to google - here are the sources of the
quotations on page 4.

·
30-40 years ago, a paper typically would be supported
by a bibliography of around 10-12 references; now a bibliography of over 50 items is not unusual, and it may be over one
hundred. In a digital age, of the increase in the length of the
bibliography there shall be no end. Where will it stop?

(1) Immanuel Kant (1979 ed., orig 1798) The Conflict of the
Faculties. Trans. Mary J. Gregor. Lincoln and London:
University of Nebraska Press, p.45.

So, can we allow a paper to speak for itself? Do we expect can we permit - its author to speak for her or himself? Are
we at all interested in her or his thoughts, in her or his
thinking?

(2) Martha C. Nussbaum (2010) Not for Profit: Why
Democracy Needs the Humanities. Princeton and
Oxford: Princeton University. pp. 151-52.
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PaTHES Member Portrait
Tessa DeLaquil, PhD student and research assistant
at the Center for International Higher Education (CIHE),
Boston College, USA
Several of you probably know Tessa DeLaquil as
co-leader of this spring’s third season of the
Online Social Meets on “Loneliness and
Collegiality”, or perhaps you have read her blog
post? She is also a membership officer in
PaTHES. Through the member portraits in the
newsletter, we get to know some of the people
that are active in PaTHES a litte bit better, and we
are very curious to know who Tessa is outside of
all the wonderful work she does in PaTHES.
What, where or who is ‘home’ to you?
For me, home has always been associated with the
persons of my family because our family often moved
during my childhood. I was born in India, but spent years
in Mauritius, the United Arab Emirates, and Singapore. My
mother’s family lived in Malaysia and my father’s in India –
I visited both places regularly as a child. So, it is difficult
for me to associate home with place even now, I have no
“family home” since my parents have continued to move
around during my adult life. When we are together with my
three siblings and their families and my parents, then we
are in family or at home, wherever that may be.
It is the same sort of idea of my own home now, my home
is where or when I am with my husband, Edward (even
though we are both students in different countries – he is
studying in Edinburgh and I am studying in Boston). As far
as a place, we live in a small town outside of Boston.

What made you interested in philosophy and theory of
higher education?
I can trace when I first started to formally think about
philosophy and higher education during my time as an
undergraduate studying biochemistry when I took a
course in bioethics and wondered why it wasn’t a
mandatory course for students in the sciences. Though I
think reading a lot of fiction in one’s youth also opens the
mind to thinking in a philosophical way – I read quite
widely across English literature, science fiction, and
fantasy, and was always intrigued by Greek and Roman
mythology. My master’s studies in religion, spirituality, and
higher education also spurred my interest in the direction
of philosophy and higher education, especially the ideas
of secularism and pluralism in reading Charles Taylor and
Akeel Bilgrami.

What is most exciting in your life right now?
I think studying for the PhD is the most exciting (and
frustrating) part of my life right now. It is lovely to have this
time dedicated to the project of the dissertation and it is
good to be here. I think learning and exploring the
concepts I am interested in gives me great joy every day.
Writing is still challenging for me, because there is so
much I am still learning to build the foundation of my
understanding. But then again, it is so much fun to craft a
piece and try to put into words and communicate clearly
the things that seem to make sense in my head.
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When you have some spare time, what do you prefer to
do?
It is funny to be a student, when (ideally) one’s work and
one’s interests line up, so I am often reading things that I
find interesting related to my work in my spare time.
However, I think during the pandemic, I have switched to
reading more of the things I used to save for summer time
and holidays – novels and poetry. I have always been a
voracious reader of fiction and it has been a good physical
and mental break from the screen to return to literature.

I must admit that while I borrow many books from the
library, I buy a lot of second-hand books, many more than
my current living space allows for. Discovering new
second-hand book stores and spending hours in them is
something that has been put on hold for now, but that I will
take up again once the world opens up with hope that
second-hand book businesses have survived.
I also enjoy travelling, art and natural history museums,
exploring the food and music scene, and cooking large
meals for many people – these are other post-pandemic
activities on hold at the moment.
What utopias do you hold for the future, or
what small plans do you have?
Apart from hoping for floor to ceiling inbuilt
bookshelves and huge windows letting in
lots of light in the future, I think I am quite
content with where I am at the moment I
wish I were a better gardener, though – my
houseplants are always dying on me.
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