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A living Society!
Five years ago, a small group of close colleagues who ended up co-founding the Society, sensed the need for a new academic 
association. A Society that would draw from philosophy and theory to tackle the most crucial, difficult, and wide-ranging social 
and cultural challenges of our time – and from the perspective of the role and purpose of universities and higher education as 
main drivers of change. This Society would engage in imaginative speculation and creative study and research - and engage 
through critical dialogue and with real connection to societal, political, and cultural contexts. To me, the notion of the real always 
comes with meanings of an open and honest horizon of engagement, optimism and hope. These glimpses of possible future 
realities were really the main spark from which the Society was born. 

I was clear from the beginning that we did not need ‘just another’ network, but we needed a truly active academic community – a 
living society! We needed multiple outlets for the greatest variety and diversity of voices - from institutional and national contexts 
from around the world, who would comment on the main global concerns as well as issues (just as real) in the periphery of 
mainstream awareness. Voices who would speak not only for better futures, but from them – with imaginative and speculative 
power and vision, activating and even projecting new futures, and new hope.

Today, five years down the road, PaTHES has developed into an active, cohesive, and yet sprawling community with a wide range 
of different and diverse outlets and activities. Besides our yearly conference, we now have an active journal, a regular newsletter, 
a dynamic and inclusive blog, web-publications, growing social media presence, weekly online meets, and a well-functioning 
reading group. Further, we have a very committed and active Board, who, only since November 2018, have held 15 Board 
meetings. And the most important thing about this is that these activities and voices are yours. They are the result of your efforts 
– and they are your voices speaking.
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My vision for PaTHES is that the Society exists primarily as a participatory community, 
where members feel able to take initiatives and to advance the field of the philosophy 
and theory of higher education in their own ways. As I see it, we have now made very 
good progress in laying the foundations for a living society between ourselves, which 
should be sustained and developed step by step. The next big aim would be to let the 
Society grow beyond our own habitual academic circles. Questions to ask are: How does 
imaginative and speculative thinking connect with academic citizenship and societal 
engagement? How does the university emerge as a worldhood university and aid truly 
ecological higher education curricula? How may PaTHES grow from a living society 
between ourselves to further the growth of living societies in a much greater sense?

It is with great pleasure, and gratefulness, that I welcome you to our new newsletter 
issue. A very big thanks to you all for investing your time, effort, energy, and academic 
vision and engagement into the Society!

Søren Bengtsen
Chair

https://pathes.org


Søren: The timing between the beginning of the Society 
and the early days of the journal seemed just right, and 
we happened to find each other exactly when we needed 
to. I think it was through the first conference, before the 
society was fully formed? When and why did you decide 
to approach the society with the idea of a connected 
journal?
 
John: This was completely serendipitous. A colleague of 
mine who knew I was developing the journal forwarded 
your call for proposals for the conference in Aarhus, 
suggesting I might want to attend to promote the journal 
since it was exactly the audience I was targeting. I 
attended a number of sessions and knew I was in the 
right place. And when, at the meeting, discussion began 
about forming a Society, I thought it might be too good to 
be true. The rest, as they say, is history. I look forward to 
a long and symbiotic relationship.

Søren: I believe your journal is the first one in the world 
focusing specifically on the philosophy and theory in 
higher education? How did you come about the idea, and 
what made you work so hard to create the journal?
 
John: Well, I can’t say it is the first in the world in this 
vein, but I did not come across anything similar in my 
search. I was asked many years ago to take on teaching 
a class on the philosophy of higher education. I thought it 
would be an interesting, new challenge as most of my 
work has been studying issues in K-12 education. As I 
looked for readings for the class, I found them scattered 
across a number of different journals, such as Journal of 
Philosophy of Education, Studies in Philosophy and 
Education, or Educational Philosophy and Theory, among 
other very reputable outlets. Finding articles here and 
there dealing specifically with issues in higher education, 
it surprised me that there was no kind of “central” place to 
find this sort of work. So, Philosophy and Theory in 
Higher Education provides a dedicated space for 
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Philosophy and Theory in
Higher Education 
PaTHES is associated with the journal Philosophy and 
Theory in Higher Education (PTHE)
– an international, refereed scholarly journal committed 
to advancing understanding of the role(s) and 
purpose(s) of higher education.

The histories of PaTHES and of PTHE are in 
many ways joined. In this article Søren S. E. 
Bengtsen, the Chair of PaTHES, and John E. 
Petrovic, the Executive Editor of PTHE, engage 
in a conversation exploring how it all started and 
also the future together.

Søren: Could you tell me a little bit about the early 
beginnings and the formation of the journal?
 
John: It wasn’t easy. I wanted to partner with a reputable 
academic publisher. For better or worse, rightly or wrongly, 
this gives journals more credibility, more gravitas. And, 
frankly, there is a lot of legwork that a publisher can do 
more efficiently than one person in their office. But, 
because it is a lot of work, publishers are increasingly wary 
of taking on new serials, unless they are already affiliated 
with a large conference or society, in other words, to put it 
plaintively, where there is built-in profit. In the end, Peter 
Lang Publishing agreed to partner with The University of 
Alabama. I am grateful that my Dean, Peter Hlebowitsh, 
agreed to take a bit of a gamble and to make a substantial 
investment over the first couple of years to get it rolling. 
But, I should point out that Peter Lang now publishes the 
journal as an academic public service. As you know, we do 
have some subscriptions that come through PaTHES as a 
benefit to Society members, but this in no way covers 
Peter Lang’s cost. I am hoping that will change because I 
would sure like Peter Lang to be able to fund my travel to 
the PaTHES conference!

scholars applying philosophy and social theory to concerns 
of higher education. As I wrote in the introductory issue of 
the journal, “On the one hand, there is a danger here to 
the extent that our work can be more easily identified and 
pushed aside. Perhaps it is better that it has been more 
diffuse, like light filtering through the trees. On the other 
hand, maybe a dedicated space helps create a beacon, 
attracting others to our philosophical place in the forest. 
Maybe it is there that we can make a difference.” Oh, that 
sounds kind of corny now, but I still believe it even as I 
hope that philosophers and social theorists might also 
continue to publish in other outlets.

Executive Editor 
Professor 
John E. Petrovic 
welcomes you all to submit 
your papers to Philosophy 
and Theory in Higher 
Education.

https://www.peterlang.com/view/journals/ptihe/ptihe-overview.xml
https://www.peterlang.com/view/journals/ptihe/ptihe-overview.xml
https://www.peterlang.com/view/journals/ptihe/ptihe-overview.xml
https://www.peterlang.com/view/journals/ptihe/ptihe-overview.xml
https://pathes.org


Philosophy and Theory in Higher Education 
(PTHE) is published by Peter Lang, three times a year (spring, 
summer, and fall) and is open access. 
Members of PaTHES may receive a hard copy of the journal, by 
request, as part of their fully paid dues. 
The Executive Editor is Professor John E. Petrovic, The 
University of Alabama, petrovic@ua.edu.
Do, by all means, be directly in touch with John to explore 
any idea you may have, either for a paper of your own or 
for an initiative for the Journal.
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John: Despite the international make-up of the Editorial 
Board, the fact is that about 40% of our contributors over 
the first three issues were from the US. So, we do want to 
internationalize contributions somewhat more. Toward 
that end, Alex Guilherme and Andres Mejía are doing a 
special issue on higher education in Latin America. A 
special issue should help to spread the word about the 
journal. But, it will be unacceptable to internationalize only 
through special issues like this. We need to work on 
getting more contributions from around the globe for our 
open issues.

I also want the journal to be a forum for discussion. That 
is why we accept short responses to articles previously 
published in the journal. Dan Saunders at Florida 
International University is Responses and Reviews Editor 
and we have been working with the Society to get the 
word out on this aspect of the journal.

Søren: How do you think the society and the journal could 
further  support and positively influence each other? What 
are your hopes for the collaboration between the journal 
and the society?

John: The success of the journal to date owes in no small 
part to our relationship. Members of the Society share the 
interests of the journal and it offers them a kind of go-to 
publication outlet. I work hard to make sure submissions 
are reviewed in a timely manner. The maximum review 
time is 2 months, and, because of the good work of the 
Editorial Board, I usually have reviews in much more 
quickly. I mentioned previously the question of how to 
make the journal more responsive in these days of 
fast-moving disarray. This is tricky with a traditional 
publication like this. However, one of the initiatives that 
we are working on with the Society is to advertise 
forthcoming articles that have been accepted but not 
gone to publication yet. Anyone who has an interest in 
one of these articles could easily write a response and get 
it in the same issue. Similarly, PaTHES supports a blog. 
Blogs are a way to respond immediately to a problem or 
concern, but they may not be fully formed responses. So, 
authors of these can set out a response quickly to 
something that has happened through the blog and 
consider, then, developing the blog into a fully-formed 
article for the journal.

Søren: The journal is already well established with a good 
handful of published issues. Some are special issues and 
some regular issues. If you should try to sum up in a few 
words what characterizes the journal contributions – in 
relation to themes and focus – how would you describe it?

John: My goal as Editor is to make sure that every 
manuscript is theoretically and/or philosophically informed 
in a more than cursory way. This might involve an analysis 
of some issue in higher education from queer theory or 
Marxist theory or, more philosophically, from existentialism 
or epistemological questions of what it means for our 
students “to know.” Frankly, there are enough journals out 
there in higher education to deal with more technical 
issues. It might be controversial to say, but I do not view 
higher education as a discipline, but as a field of study. 
This shouldn’t diminish its importance. Nevertheless, 
philosophy offers a disciplinary perspective and method to 
dig into the challenges that higher education faces in an 
importantly different way. Of course, whether or not higher 
education is a field of study or a discipline is, itself, an 
important philosophical question. Maybe there’s a special 
issue there for someone to guest edit!

Søren: What are your personal ambitions for the journal, 
where do you wish to take it?

Søren: Who are the academics associated in the Editorial 
Board – and how do they support your work as Executive 
Editor?

John: To be completely transparent, a number of 
members of the Board are friends whose work I respect 
and have been following for many years. So, I started by 
inviting them and asked them to send me more names as 
well. So, the Editorial Board formed in a kind of 
snowball-sampling way. Of course, there were also a 
number of people whose work I had been reading in my 
class, including yours and Ron Barnett’s. I think it is a 
really stellar, international group with a broad array of 
interests. The main role of the EB members is to review 
manuscripts, of course. But we also meet regularly to 
discuss the state of the journal, how we can push its 
mission, how we can make it more relevant in these days 
of fast-moving disarray.

Are you interested in doing an 
essay review of a book for PTHE? 
Please do not hesitate to contact 
Responses and Reviews Editor, 
Daniel Saunders, 
dsaunder@fiu.edu for more 
information and to express your 
interest.

mailto:petrovic@ua.edu
mailto:dsaunder@fiu.edu


Philosophy and Theory in Higher Education 
Call for Special Issue:

Academic Activism in the 21st 
Century: Challenges and 
Opportunities
Guest editors: Dr Fadia Dakka, Birmingham City 
University; Dr Luca Morini, Coventry University and 
Professor Carola Boehm, Staffordshire University

This Special Issue invites contributions on the topic of 
Academic Activism by, in, and for contemporary
universities and the world(s) they create and inhabit. The 
Editors look for contributions that pose questions in 
relation to forms of academic activism, their legitimacy, 
and their drivers and expressions (internal or external).

Read the complete call, including instructions for 
contributions and timeline for submission at 
https://pathes.org/publications/

Deadline for proposals (abstracts): 30 Nov 2020
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Philosophy and Theory in Higher Education
Forthcoming Special Issue - Nov 2020:

Student Being and Becoming
Guest Editor: Professor Amanda J. Fulford, Edge Hill 
University

This Special Issue builds on contributions from the second 
annual PaTHES conference 
‘Student Being and Becoming 
in the future University’, at 
Middlesex University, London, 
in the autumn 2018.

Philosophy and Theory 
of Higher Education 
Conference (PHEC)
The 4th annual PHEC was planned in Uppsala on 
October 19–20, 2020, and organized by PaTHES and 
Higher Education as Research Object (HERO), a 
multidisciplinary research network, Uppsala University. 
Due to the current Covid-19 situation, the conference 
was postponed until October 2021. However, instead the 
organizers invited to a two-day webinar on the original 
dates of the conference event. 

The title of the webinar on 19 October was “Student 
activism and academic freedom”. It was chaired by 
Søren S.E. Bengtsen, Aarhus University, and there 
were discussions initiated by talks from four panel 
members:

Bruce Macfarlane (University of Bristol, UK)
Gritt B. Nielsen (Aarhus University, Denmark)
Sharon Rider (Uppsala University, Sweden)
James Arvanitakis (Western Sydney University, 
Australia).

The webinar on 20 October was titled “Academic 
experts: on top or on tap?”, and was chaired by Mats 
Hyvönen, Uppsala University. There were two lectures 
followed by discussions. The lectures were given by:

Ronald Barnett (University College London, UK)
Sten Widmalm (Uppsala university, Sweden)

The organisers, lecturers and panel members did a 
tremendous job creating a timely and thought provoking 
event. There were 50-60 participants each day, and as 
always the discussions were so engaging that many 
would have wished to have more time to discuss and 
also to chat and have a laugh, maybe over an online 
beer or beetroot juice.

As an aftermath of the two days of webinars, we have 
sent some questions to the lecturers and panel 
members, and the result of this will appear as short 
stories and items in the PaTHES Facebook page and on 
PaTHES’ website.

In some places where I have spent much time, universities are the last 
bastions for freedom. The struggle to survive as a university is 
inextricably a part of the fight for democracy. In Sweden it is very 
different. Here you find academics who are political activists, but they 
demand … censorship, and they promote “cancel culture”.

-- Sten Widmalm -- 

https://pathes.org/publications/
https://pathes.org


PaTHES welcomes you as a member and any ideas and initiatives you may have. Please write to the Board, 
pathes2018@gmail.com.

Chair

Søren S.E. Bengtsen is 
Associate Professor in 
higher education at 
Department of Educational 
Philosophy and General 
Education, Danish School 
of Education, Aarhus 
University. 

Also, I am the Co-Director of the research centre ‘Centre for 
Higher Education Futures’ (CHEF). I am a board member of 
the Danish Network for Educational Development in Higher 
Education (DUN).
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PaTHES Board Election 2020
The election was completed in September. Here is the new PaTHES Board!

 

 

Vice-Chair

Eva Bendix Petersen is
Professor of Higher
Education at Roskilde
University in Denmark.

I have held various academic positions in Australia and 
Denmark. I am the director of its Research Centre for 
Problem-oriented Project Learning, founder of the 
research group Critical University Studies, and the director 
of the university’s Unit for Academic Development.

Secretary

Wesley Shumar is 
Professor at Drexel 
University in the 
Department of 
Communication, and 
holds an affiliated 
position in the School 
of Education at Drexel.

I’m a cultural anthropologist, my research foci are: cultural 
change in higher education; conceptions of value and 
entrepreneurship in education; and digital media and their 
potential for supporting learning interactions.

The PaTHES Board is organized as follows: 
The Executive Board consists of the Chair, the Vice-Chair, the Treasurer and the Secretary. 
In addition there are three At large members. The Board also have three Ex-officio 
members; the President, the Executive Editor of PTHE and the Communications and Living 
Library coordinator.

Treasurer

Sarah Robinson is 
Associate Professor 
and Educational 
Anthropologist at 
Aarhus University, 
Denmark. 

My interest is in how higher education can support 
societal change. Currently I am exploring pedagogies that 
engage the self. My research spans curriculum reform, 
policy in practice, ethnographic methods, teacher agency 
and enterprise education.

mailto:pathes2018@gmail.com
mailto:ssbe@tdm.au.dk
https://pathes.org
mailto:evabp@ruc.dk
mailto:shumarw@gmail.com
mailto:srobin@tdm.au.dk


Board 
member

Dagrun A. Aa. Engen
is Assistant Professor
in Higher Education
Pedagogy at
Norwegian University
of Science and Technology.

The activity of theorising brings potential 
of sometimes reaching new creative 
clarity. PaTHES gives us a forum for 
encountering perspectives and voices 
across academic positions, financial 
means, global locality, cultural contexts. 
In my research I am interested in 
educative processes in educational 
practices, supervision, and exploring 
possible ways of understanding 
knowledge.
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PaTHES Board Election 2020
The election was completed in September. Here is the new PaTHES Board!

Board 
member

Rikke Toft Nørgård
is Associate Professor
of Educational Design
and Technology at 
Aarhus University,
Denmark.

I am in the steering group of Centre for 
Higher Education Futures (CHEF) and 
member of the Academic Council at 
Aarhus University. I am currently involved 
in five research projects on digital 
humanities, value-sensitive design, 
technological imagination, academic 
digital competencies and innovative 
educational formats within higher 
education and the future university.

Board 
member

Sharon Rider
is Professor at the
Department of 
Philosophy, 
Uppsala University,
Sweden

Philosophers since the time of Plato have 
considered the problem of knowledge to 
be intimately connected to education, 
ethics and the political. The founding of 
PaTHES is an important step toward 
bringing philosophical thinking to bear on 
pressing issues in HE policy and practice, 
the resolution of which will have a 
fundamental impact on the future of the 
world.

At large members

Ex-officio members

President

Ronald Barnett
is President of 
PaTHES, and 
Emeritus Professor
of Higher Education
at University
College London.

I have produced 35 books on the 
philosophy and theory of higher 
education, and am the inaugural recipient 
of the EAIR Award for ‘Outstanding 
Contribution to Higher Education 
Research, Policy and Practice’, and have 
given 150 keynotes in 40 countries.

Executive 
Editor of 
PTHE

John E. Petrovic 
is Professor of Social
and Cultural Studies
in the Department of Educational 
Leadership, Policy, and Technology 
Studies at The University of Alabama. 

I teach in the areas of philosophy of 
education, educational policy, and 
multiculturalism. My recent books include 
A Post-Liberal Approach to Language 
Policy in Education (Multilingual Matters) 
and Unschooling Critical Pedagogy, 
Unfixing Schools (Peter Lang).

Communi-
cations and 
Living Library
Coordinator
Carola Boehm
is Professor of Arts and Higher 
Education, Staffordshire University, UK

I run our Twitter account 
(@PaTHES_Society) and am co-leading 
on our initiative to provide more informal 
online spaces to debate relevant topics 
as part of our Online Club Meets. The 
Society for me represents the 
formalisation of structured safe-spaces 
where we - as academics from across the 
globe - can come together and debate 
how our sector should/might/need/will 
look like in the future, and ensure that 
there is the critical mass of critical 
underpinnings needed to leverage the 
future we need. This is more important 
than ever.

mailto:dagrun.engen@ntnu.no
https://pathes.org
mailto:rtoft@edu.au.dk
mailto:sharon.rider@filosofi.uu.se
mailto:ron.barnett@ucl.ac.uk
mailto:petrovic@ua.edu
mailto:Carola.Boehm@staffs.ac.uk
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PaTHES Reading Group
The PaTHES Reading Group has started up the autumn 
season, with one meeting in September and one in 
October. In season 2 the group has new members joining 
from New Zealand, the Netherlands and China. There will 
be two more meetings before Christmas, and the group 
continues with monthly meetings in January.

The Reading Group is organized by Assistant Professor 
Que Anh Dang, Centre for Global Learning, Coventry 
University, UK. 

Interested to find out more? Please contact Que Anh with 
any questions you may have: queanh.dang@coventry.ac.uk

Online Club Meets
The online club is returning from a summer break and will begin 
again on Friday 6 November, 2020.

We are very happy to continue our series of informal 
discussions – the ‘PaTHES Online Club Meets’. We find it very 
important to sustain our community by coming together 
informally to discuss current topics and ideas that we are 
preoccupied with at the moment, and to be able to draw on each 
other for intellectual support and sparring. The time has been 
altered to better accommodate those located in the Southern 
Hemisphere. This season, particular topics will be proposed for 
discussion, but after each season (6–8 weeks long) the online 
meet moves to a different timezone. For “Season 2” we are 
moving to the following times and this season will last until 
December.

The PaTHES Online Club Meets take place on FRIDAYS at 
08:00-09:00 CET (GMT+1, UTC+1)
20:00 pm New Zealand (UTC +13)
18:00 pm Sydney (UTC +10)
09:00 am Denmark
10:00 am Finland
08:00 am UK (UTC +1)
03:00 New York (UTC -4)
Midnight Los Angeles (UTC -7)

You do not need to register to join, just show up by accessing 
this permanent link. You can also access the link from 
https://pathes.org/events/.

The second season of the initiative is being led by Dr Simon 
McLellan, Wellington, New Zealand, and assisted by Professor 
Carola Boehm, Staffordshire University, UK. The meetings are 
open and free to all during the Covid-19 
crisis, so please share in your networks, 
where you feel able. Beyond the Covid-19 
situation we want to provide this meeting 
place specifically for our members. Should 
you have any questions or queries about 
the event, please write directly to Simon: 
simonjmclellan@gmail.com

Blog
Have you read the PaTHES Blog? 

The most recent Blog Post 
is titled Reflecting on the 
methodological dualism in 
higher education research, and
is written by Tessa DeLaquil. 
Tessa is a PhD student and 
research assistant at the Center
for International Higher Education
(CIHE), Boston College, USA. 

Do you have an idea for a Blog Post?
Please contact Blog Editor Dagrun Engen: 
dagrun.engen@ntnu.no

Coming up: 26 November 2020 – 13:30-15:30 CET

Revitalising doctoral education 
– beyond global trauma
What is the current state of doctoral education and the 
PhD In the wake of the Covid-19 pandemic? And what are 
the new possibilities for re-imagining and re-defining 
doctoral study and the societal and cultural importance of 
research and the PhD? Can we see a renewed 
institutional focus on inter-connectivity and sustainable 
academic communities for newer researchers? These are 
some of the questions that are raised in the PaTHES 
webinar.

PaTHES is proud to present four internationally acclaimed 
keynote speakers:

Ronald Barnett (University College London)
Catherine Manathunga (University of the Sunshine 
Coast)
Karri A. Holley (University of Alabama)
Liezel Frick (Stellenbosch University)

Read more about the program, download abstracts for the 
keynotes, and register before 18 November at: 
https://pathes.org/events/webinar-revitalising-doctoral-edu
cation/

mailto:queanh.dang@coventry.ac.uk
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/ap/t-59584e83/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fteams.microsoft.com%2Fl%2Fmeetup-join%2F19%253ameeting_NWYyOTViMDAtNmMyZi00NzM1LThkYmUtOTUzY2ViYWEyMjhj%2540thread.v2%2F0%3Fcontext%3D%257b%2522Tid%2522%253a%252257af78f2-c87d-4466-b7bb-6b6cc99ed124%2522%252c%2522Oid%2522%253a%2522eb2dbf33-53ee-4c80-ad39-3d2a49de4bea%2522%257d&data=02%7C01%7Cac2009%40coventry.ac.uk%7Ced0faa38476e4c35ee0f08d7fb37dc05%7C4b18ab9a37654abeac7c0e0d398afd4f%7C0%7C0%7C637254089649144788&sdata=5pYp8%2Fxoh8%2B7Q9S%2B%2FmPiklkgCJ05fsA8Hn8loafkDzc%3D&reserved=0
https://pathes.org/events/
mailto:simonjmclellan@gmail.com
mailto:dagrun.engen@ntnu.no
https://pathes.org/events/webinar-revitalising-doctoral-education/
https://pathes.org/events/webinar-revitalising-doctoral-education/


8

We are very happy to have Ahmad in the PaTHES 
community, and while congratulating him on his PhD, we 
also took the opportunity to ask him what he appreciate in 
being a member of PaTHES. Here is his reply:

“Finding PaTHES felt fulfilling in a way, and an opportunity 
for me to connect with people that share my research 
interest area; philosophy and theory of the university. The 
best and exemplary characteristics of the Society's team 
management are their friendly behavior with a high 
understanding of the limitations that I had for joining them. 

Another point – which may be more necessary due to the 
current situation of the Covid-19 pandemic – is providing 
web-based options for members, like the webinars, study 
groups and so on.”

Congratulations!
Ahmad Banyasady is one of PaTHES’ new 
members. Recently he obtained his PhD in 
Philosophy of education from Tarbiat Modares 
University (Iran). His dissertation title is: The 
social mission of university in Iran according to 
critical review of Bildung’s theory in Wilhelm von 
Humboldt.

In 1976, Bernard Stiegler, then the owner of a jazz café that 
had run into money problems, robbed a bank in France and 
developed a taste for it, robbing several more.  On the fourth 
robbery, however, he was caught and sentenced to five years 
in prison.  While in prison, he managed to secure a supply of 
books and read avidly.  In the process, Stiegler became a 
philosopher and, following his release, not only wrote more 
than 30 books but became one of the world’s most influential 
contemporary thinkers.  He has just died, aged 68.

Stiegler’s work is fiery, breathless, abstruse and frustrating; 
and his span is enormous - encompassing the Greeks, Hegel, 
Marx, Derrida (whom he came to know well) but containing 
large ideas, original concepts, and twistings of familiar 
concepts. 

He writes about spirit, and his own work is full of spirit; full of 
passion.  His concerns are the fate of the world, its perils and 
its possibilities.  And much of his writing is relevant to the 
philosophy and theory of higher education.

It happens that Stiegler directly implicates the university in 
some of his books, but even if he did not, that he dwells much 
on universal themes - such as reason, technology, 
computerization, algorithms, being in the twenty-first century, 
the global economy, futures, the group and ‘individuation’, and 
life - should prove a magnet for philosophers and theorists of 
higher education.   Unlike many such thinkers, although 
Stiegler sees huge perils in the present situation, he sees also 
possibilities. 

A favoured concept is that of pharmacy (Stiegler speaks of a 
‘pharmakon’), which has application in situations both of 
malady and therapy.  And the university is depicted by him in 
just this way.   Stiegler considers that the world has entered 
Into a state of general ‘stupidity’, and sees also that the 
university in its relationship with knowledge, holds an 
ambiguous position in this regard.  The university is implicated 
in ‘computational capitalism’ but can also help to ‘re-enchant’ 
the world.

Perhaps the following two books of his offer good places to 
enter Stiegler’s thinking and ideas: States of Shock: Stupidity 
and Knowledge in the 21st Century (2015, Polity); and The 
Re-Enchantment of the World: The Value of Spirit against 
Industrial Populism (2014, Bloomsbury).  There is also a huge 
secondary literature of papers and collected volumes.

En passant …
From Ron Barnett
16 September, 2020

Bernard Stiegler

 1 April 1952 – 5 August 2020

Invitational note to members
This newsletter is your noticeboard and one 
of the keys to a member-led society.

All members are warmly invited to send 
contributions to the Quarterly Community 
Forum - letters, notices, notes and reflections 
on recent events, your own achievements 
and news!

Send your ideas and contributions to 
Newsletter Editor, Dagrun Engen: 
dagrun.engen@ntnu.no

mailto:dagrun.engen@ntnu.no
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In every issue of the Quarterly Community Forum 
we take the opportunity to get to know one 
PaTHES member a bit better. The last months 
PaTHES has been a forum for initiatives on 
academic activism. One of the key persons in 
engaging our members to take part in actively 
thinking creatively on the complexity and 
specificity of academic activism is Dr. Fadia 
Dakka. We have asked her to let us get to know 
her - what is your story, Fadia?

PaTHES Member Portrait
Fadia Dakka, Senior Research Fellow 
at Birmingham City University, United Kingdom

I come from a small town in the North East of Italy, 

surrounded by beautiful mountains, where my family 

still lives. I also have Middle-Eastern origins, which 

gave me the privilege – not without its challenges! –  

of growing up experiencing two different cultures, 

landscapes and ways of seeing/being.

Before the Covid-19 epochal caesura, I used to travel 

back to Italy as often as I could, to be reunited with 

family and friends and explore the regions I have not 

yet seen, especially in the South. The sheer beauty 

and richness of its cultural heritage has never failed 

to amaze and overwhelm me.

 

In my spare time I generally like to keep active: 

running, cycling and swimming, preferably en plein air 

but often indoors (I live in England!), are my go to 

activities to restore the body-mind balance. In August 

the nostalgia for the Mediterranean sea, foods and 

dazzling light becomes unbearable… You will mostly 

find me either on my favourite Greek island (that will 

remain secret) - each year contemplating a 

non-return scenario -  or cycling around the stunning 

Garda lake, near my hometown.

I’ve always very much enjoyed independent and world cinema. I am a big fan of French cinematography, with 

honourable mention (bordering obsession) to the filmography of the actress Catherine Deneuve.  During lockdown, 

however, I have rediscovered the pleasure of reading and sharing poetry and literature on a much more regular basis. I 

started it as a private ‘lockdown ritual’ and then decided to share it with my colleagues, inaugurating each working day 

by posting a poem on our digital social platform. I still do it.

https://pathes.org
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What drew me to PaTHES was the recognition and attention given to the philosophical and theoretical dimensions of 

higher education, considered explicitly in their mutuality.  In this respect I have always found the characterization of 

sub-fields such as HE policy, management, pedagogy etc. to a certain extent reductive as they often fail to make the 

philosophy-theory nexus visible or relevant enough in their analyses. Conversely, a philosophical and theoretical 

approach to higher education resonates with my way of conceptualising the rhythms of teaching and learning as 

simultaneously partaking in a broader constellation of institutional, sectoral, societal and even cosmological influences, 

which together explain, inform, give meaning to and ultimately affect our experience of teachers and learners, at a 

granular level. 

 

Since March 2020 we have witnessed the unprecedented re-orientation of the universities’ mode of delivery toward 

online provision in teaching and research, in response to the global Covid-19 emergency. This has determined the most 

rapid and profound alteration in the everyday educational practices and routines ever witnessed in the history of the 

(HE) sector. What interests me – with an equal amount of fear and excitement - from an anthropological standpoint 

and as a researcher interested in the everyday life of the university as an institution, is our astonishing ability to quickly 

adapt. When the unfamiliar and even the unthinkable becomes normalised, what are the human and intellectual costs 

and conditions of this ‘survival’?    

 

My plans for the near future involve therefore a closer attention to the conditions of our adaptation and a related 

effort to get used to, and even dwell in the ‘impasse’, as Lauren Berlant would put it, to recover a stronger sense of 

presence, relinquishing ‘wounded attachments’ to certain ideas of the future. In more concrete terms, this means 

navigating through, and learn from, the contradictions, tensions and opportunities emerging in the  hybrid space-time 

created by the post-pandemic university. Now that the physical spaces, infrastructures and times of the off-line 

University are undergoing radical transformations, how can we co-produce qualitatively different relations that can 

re-define the meaning of co-habitation in relation to (life-long) learning, living and enjoyment? 

 

 
           PaTHES – Engaging thinking on universities and higher education

Join the PaTHES 
community

on social media  

Facebook:
 @PaTHESsociety

Twitter:
@PaTHES Society 

https://pathes.org
https://www.facebook.com/PaTHESsociety/
https://twitter.com/PaTHES_Society?s=20
https://pathes.org

