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I am Professor of Arts and Higher Education at Staffordshire
University and have held positions in various types of institutions,
including old research-intensive universities, new vocationally-oriented university and specialist institutions
such as music conservatoires. Having worked and studied in the UK, Scotland, Netherlands, Denmark,
Germany, Finland and the US, I am thus able to understand what it feels like to be part of the higher
education sector in different parts of the world. I am passionate about the role that universities play
generally - both within their own communities and regions, as well as internationally, when meeting the
challenges of our ‘new normals’. My public output includes more than 40 peer-reviewed publications, and I
peer review for UK research councils and EU research frameworks. I have led on more than 20 collaborative
projects, gaining funding from the EC, EPSRC, SHEFC, JISC, British Library, HEA, EU, and HLF. I am a member
the Society of Research into Higher Education and the International Computer Music Association. There are
significant challenges ahead for the HE sector and we live in a time where knowledge economies around
the world are debating the role of their own institutions. Being immersed in these debates and publishing
on these, I would be delighted to bring my enthusiasm and experience to the board.
I am specifically proud to say I was a member right from the beginnings of the Society for Philosophy and
Theory of Higher Education. I run our Twitter account (@PaTHES_Society) and am co-leading on our
initiative to provide more informal online spaces to debate relevant topics as part of our Online Club
Meets. The Society - for me - represents the formalisation of structured safe-spaces where we - as
academics from across the globe - can come together and debate how our sector should/might/needs
to/will look like in the future, and ensure that there is the critical mass of critical underpinnings needed to
leverage the future. This is more important than ever in a time where we face political chaos, social unrest,
disaster capitalism, climate collapse and a general lack of trust in knowledge institutions which are
undermined by political cultures using post-truths concepts, authoritarian tropes and quite a lot of other
political skulduggery.
Thus, I would welcome the opportunity to be part of the board, and to continue to contribute to the
board’s efforts to allow debate and critical discourses to flourish around the role of our key knowledge
institution – our university sector.
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